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Grandad Phauk and his wife lived with their daughter and two 
sons-in-law near a small lake. One day, Grandad told his 
daughter to cook rice, to pack bags, and to prepare bamboo pipes 
of drinking water for the trip to cut firewood to be used during the 
rainy season. 
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Grandad and his sons-in-law together boarded a boat and rowed the 
boat away. When they reached a land, they heard a gray crane 
singing noisily all over the wood. 
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The older son-in-law asked his father-in-law that, "Father! Why can 
that gray crane sing so loud?" Father-in-law responded, "You know! 
The reason that gray canes can sing so loud is because they have 
long necks." 
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Knowingly the two men agreed so well with each other about the 
:answer, the younger son-in-law felt so displeased and said, "What 
about adult and young frogs? They don't have long necks, yet why 
can they cry so loud?" 
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Grandad Phauk and his older son-in-law could not find any ideas to 
argue, so they just kept quiet. Then, when they reached a mound, 
they saw that the mound had nothing growing on it JmreveQ.j!...blade of 
grass. The older son-intlaw wondered and as kM "his father-in-law 
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that,"-Father! Why was there n.o..grass the mound?" • ::u -
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Father-in-law responded to his older son-in-law that, "Once upon a 
time, Ta Prum cooked his rice on that mound and drained off his 
cooked rice water on it; therefore, no grass can grow on the mound 
because the hot rice water killed all grass." 
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Then, the older son-in-law talked to his father-in-law that, "You are 
right. Ta Prum's rice water was so hot and if he had drained off his 
rice water on a place, grass couldn't grow on that place." 
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The younger son 'ff-Iaw inte~ted, "What about your bald head 
that has no i, fathe~our he~ because Ta Prum has 
drained off is rice water on your head?" The tw..o..wen could not find ____ 
anything to argue, so they just kept quTet. They continued t~ir 
trip forwards. 
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As the father-in-law and his sons-in-law rowed their boat and 
reached a corner of a hill, they saw a rock was broken into two. So 
the older son-in-law asked his father-in-law, "Look! Father, why did 
the rock break into two?" 
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The father-in-law replied, "Once up on a time, Preah Rama and 
Preah Leak dragged their swords along the ground and across the 
rock, so the rock was cut by the tips of their swords and then broke 
into two." 
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The older son-in-law resl~ondecl~)h! ... That's right; I-'r<:",h R:"m~I'" 

sword is so sharp, so if he dra!gge H"j~~~~..td acn)ssi18' 
thing would be cut into two." 



01 "U 01 01 

n1>UUhlUU1> UHUITltHh C;:C;HlnA~H1>ftjtmHH1>l: Hi u HAlIV I <lU ,0 
~ 

';0) oJ., "' . 001 

Un:nHHftjun:31>t~mt~? ijl1>[jJtunlinl:lt1>:? '1 IJHnml:lm 
u'" <I 

HfthJWJlC; mruUQJlH1>HlmuiuunCil~mmt~Jfiijl1>t~jUJ'1 
The younger son-in-law immediately responded, "What about the 
crack in our buttocks. Did Preah Rama drag his sword across it?" 
The father-in-law and the older son-in-law thought that their chatter 
was ridiculous and could not reply, so they just kept quiet. 
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The three father-in-law and his sons-in-law continued rowing their 
boat and then reached the woods. Then, they each tried to cut 
firewood. Grandad Pauk glanced at his younger son-in-Iaw's face 
often and thought, "He is still young, but he is cleverer than I am." 
When the boat was full of firewood, they returned home. 
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While rowing the boat, Grandad Phauk saw a flock of wild ducks 
swimming, so he talked to his younger son-law that, "Well! My 
younger son-in-law, if you know a lot of things, Can you think of the 
reason why ducks can float on water?" The younger son-in-law 
replied that, "Well Father, because they have feathers." 
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The father-in-law responded, "What about our boat? It has no feath
ers, but why can it still float on water tooT The three father-in-law 
and his sons-in-law stopped chatting and just continued rowing 
their boat home. The End --v-
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"Remember no one likes a know-it-all." 
r ____-
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