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7 ane upon a time, there lived a rich couple with a son who
E%“Véry knowledgeable about religious principles. The boy
e W“Was ﬁamed Thorm-bal Koma. He attended the religious
wSembly every day at the religious assembly hall, where he
Q\wen «fespe'ct and affections from people, young and old. man

m\ ancl woman alike, who listened to the everyday sermon.
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Everyone often praised Thorm-bal Koma for being a small, but the most intelligent
boy ever. And this made Kabel-mohaprum jealously furious. He thought to
himself: “Well! Thorm-bal Koma, you have many people respecting and loving
you. You’ll see. I will use my wisdom to find ways of defeating you”. He then
descended to see Thorm-bal Koma at the religious assembly hall.
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“Thorm-bal Koma, I come down here in order to challenge you to a bet. If you
can answer my puzzles, I will offer my head to the dharma. But if you fail, you
will have to do likewise”. Thorm-bal Koma asked Lord Brahma: “What are the
puzzles, Lord?”. The Brahma said: “Well! Listen! I want to ask about human
happiness. How many are they? You get it? You have seven days to give me the
answers.
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Thorm-bal Koma was very sad after receiving the .=
puzzles from Kabel-mohaprum. He locked himself up =
in the room, ignoring all food. After many days of
thought, Thorm-bal Koma was so helpless in life that

he decided to leave the posh residence without
informing his parents. '
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«»Thorm-bal Koma ventured in the forest late into the night, and while resting
himself against a palm tree, he heard an eagle which built a nest on the top of the
palm tree consoling its hatchlings: “Stop crying. Tomorrow morning we will
have the flesh of a holy man for food...! Because Kable-mohaprum has got him
- to answer the puzzles. But Thorm-bal Koma is not able to solve the riddles™. The
= hatchlings asked their mother; “What are the riddles, mum?”. The eagle said:
* “How many human happiness are there”. “And how many, mum?”, they further
: " asked. The mother answered: “3 times a day. In the morning it exists in the face.
~ When wake up, people will clean their face. At noon, it rests on the chest. When
people feel hot, they will clean their body, while in the evening, before going to
bed, you have to wash your feet. That’s all, my dear!”.
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Ivmg, overheard the conversations,
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He asked Thorm-bal Koma: *Well! Thorm-bal Koma! Have you got the answers
to my puzzles?”. The boy said yes and started to give the answers. He said that
first, in the morning, when people get up from thelr sleep, .thgy will clean their
face. Secondly, in the — ; o
chest. When people feel
hot, they will wash th
body or take a bath, while
thirdly, the happ;‘
exlsts in the soles o
feet. People often |
their feetiefore gonhl:
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“Bless you! Torm-bal Koma, you give the right answers. 1 will cut my head to offer

to you as I promised”. “Lord Brahma! I do not want it. Please forget it”, “Thorm-bal
Koma™, replied.
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But Kabel-mohaprum did not agree. He told his 7 daughters to get him the sword
and said: “My dear! If you have my head thrown onto the ground, an inferno will
rage as far as the hell. And if you have it tossed up in the sky, the fire will reach the
celestial world. So place it on the gold plate”. Kabel-mohaprum then put the sword
to his neck with one hand, and with the other he placed his severed head on the gold
plate. His seven daughters flew back to the heavenly world with their father’s head

on the gold plate.
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People, both men and women, in the village all admired Thorm-bal Koma for beino
able to answer all the puzzles. And the boy since then had led a peaceful life.
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